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What do we want to happen? 

    Develop/train Midwives to be: 

• Competent and caring 

• Capable to provide services 

aligned with global standard 

• Confident and comparable with 

foreign midwifery graduates and 

prepared to serve the Filipino and  

the global communities. 



The ERA Partnership 
*(adapted from the ICM) 

R Education Regulation 

Association 

Provides 

highly 

qualified 

midwives & 

educators. 

Outcome 

based 

learning. 

Provides 

practice 

standards 

& defines 

scope of  

practice.    

CPD and 

compliance 

with PQF. 

Provides professional support, 

development & discipline to members. 



Board of Midwifery Mandate 

1. Licensure  

2. Regulation           
of midwifery 
practice 

 
 

Source:  Republic Act 8981:  An Act Modernizing the  
Professional Regulation Commission Repealing 
for the Purpose PD 223, “Creating the 
Professional Regulation Commission and 
Prescribing its Powers and Functions,” and          
for Other Purposes.. 

 

 



 

Licensure (Registration)  
 

 

• The legal right to practice 

and to use the title of 

midwife after passing the 

licensure examination. 

          
             Global Standards for Midwifery Regulation ICM 2011         



 

Why the Need for Regulation?  
 

 

• To ensure the safety of the 

public (women, babies and 

families) being cared for by 

midwives and protect them 

against incompetent 

(unsafe, substandard) or 

unethical practitioners. 

 
          
                      



 

 

How is regulation being done? 
Practice of the Profession 

  

 

 

• Initial assessment of capacity of 
midwifery care providers 
(Midwifery Licensure Examination). 

• Set the levels of service & 
practice (based on education & law) 

• Monitors quality of care 
provided by midwives to the 
public (facility visit, complaints). 



 

 

Some Updates in Midwifery 
  

 
 

• Supplement to the 
Implementing Rules and 
Regulation (IRR) R.A.7392 

• Standards of  Midwifery 
Practice 

• Revised Guidelines CPD 
Series 2013 

• R.A. 10354 

• ASEAN MRA and PQF 

• BScience in Midwifery  
                     
 



 
Responsible Parenthood                                         

and Reproductive Health Act (R.A. 10354) 
Section 4.11  

         Provision of Life-Saving 
Drugs During Maternal 
Care Emergencies              
by Midwife, e.g. MgSO4  

       Provided three conditions  
are fulfilled: 

 Trained & Certified for 
the purpose; 

 In an emergency, and; 

 Where there is no doctor. 
                     

 



Issues on Medicines/Drugs   

   A prescription is an order  

to take medication. The 

prescriber has a legal 

responsibility to monitor 

the safety and efficacy of 

the drugs given (indications, 

actions, route, dose, side effects & 

contraindications of the medicines). 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJke2MkbRNMnQAONmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBxNGE0c25rBHBvcwMxNQRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZANJMTMzXzgz/SIG=1ii2r8iqd/EXP=1303708172/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=ampoule+syringe&ei=utf-8&fr=yfp-t-701&w=640&h=480&imgurl=farm3.static.flickr.com/2554/4080908521_c11ef84d98_z.jpg?zz=1&rurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/itrusttommy/4080908521/&size=64KB&name=ampule+and+syrin...&p=ampoule+syringe&oid=7df39bd3e2a8338eae616db26446a898&fr2=&no=15&tt=1770&sigr=11kei9646&sigi=11te4kuia&sigb=12k9fvm7a&.crumb=hKDNIVAJfL/


 
Main causes of  direct maternal deaths  

 
• Hemorrhage 

• Obstructed labor 

• Unsafe abortion 

• Sepsis 

• Eclampsia 
 

        

        Source: World Health Organization    

                         UNFPA 

                     

 



Global Emergency Obstetric                             

& Newborn Care 

  EmONC functions:   
1. Inject antibiotics 

2. Inject oxytocic drugs 

3. Inject anticonvulsants 

4. Manual removal placenta 

5. Remove retained products  

6. Assisted vaginal delivery 

7. Newborn resuscitation  

       plus… 

8.   Cesarean section 

9.   Blood transfusion 
 

Adopted from World Health Organization 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://tribalinsight.files.wordpress.com/2007/08/oxytocin.gif&imgrefurl=http://tribalinsight.wordpress.com/2007/08/31/in-oxytocin-we-trust/&usg=__U6TSwFSkOM_77BGPMCDgzRSr2w0=&h=208&w=212&sz=18&hl=en&start=4&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=6p3wigHkeFpiqM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=106&prev=/images?q=oxytocin&hl=en&um=1
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020lcYdFLbS8AWRmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNjdxdjBnBHBvcwM1OARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1ipf671lr/EXP=1272099548/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&b=41&ni=20&va=medicine+ampoules&xargs=0&pstart=1&fr=yfp-t-701&w=82&h=108&imgurl=www.comonatmed.com.au/images/biopuncture_ampoules.jpg&rurl=http://www.comonatmed.com.au/biopuncture.htm&size=2k&name=biopuncture+ampo...&p=medicine+ampoules&oid=17fcc38427a6004e&fr2=&no=58&tt=61&b=41&ni=20&sigr=11c59mo92&sigi=11lrl3htm&sigb=13qsnh8oi


                                        
Why do many babies 
(newborn) still die? 

Are these deaths 
preventable?  

 



Source: H. Sobel Unang Yakap – Essential Newborn Care Presentation 

82,000 Filipino children die annually,  

most could have been prevented 

Source: CHERG estimates of under-five deaths, 2000-03 

The Philippines is one of the 42 countries that account for 90% of 

global under-five mortality 



Emergency Newborn Care 

  EmNC functions:   

1. Newborn 
resuscitation  

2. Inject antibiotics 

3. Inject  steroids (to Mother) 

 
 

Adopted from World Health Organization 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020lcYdFLbS8AWRmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNjdxdjBnBHBvcwM1OARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1ipf671lr/EXP=1272099548/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&b=41&ni=20&va=medicine+ampoules&xargs=0&pstart=1&fr=yfp-t-701&w=82&h=108&imgurl=www.comonatmed.com.au/images/biopuncture_ampoules.jpg&rurl=http://www.comonatmed.com.au/biopuncture.htm&size=2k&name=biopuncture+ampo...&p=medicine+ampoules&oid=17fcc38427a6004e&fr2=&no=58&tt=61&b=41&ni=20&sigr=11c59mo92&sigi=11lrl3htm&sigb=13qsnh8oi


Some Emergency Newborn Care 

  EmNC functions:   

1. Newborn resuscitation  
2. Injectable antibiotics for sepsis 

3. Thermal  protection  

4. Kangaroo Mother Care (KMC) 

5. Infection prevention (includes 
Hygienic cord care) 

6. Injectable  steroids for preterm 
labor (to Mother) 

 
 

Adopted from World Health Organization 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020lcYdFLbS8AWRmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNjdxdjBnBHBvcwM1OARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1ipf671lr/EXP=1272099548/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&b=41&ni=20&va=medicine+ampoules&xargs=0&pstart=1&fr=yfp-t-701&w=82&h=108&imgurl=www.comonatmed.com.au/images/biopuncture_ampoules.jpg&rurl=http://www.comonatmed.com.au/biopuncture.htm&size=2k&name=biopuncture+ampo...&p=medicine+ampoules&oid=17fcc38427a6004e&fr2=&no=58&tt=61&b=41&ni=20&sigr=11c59mo92&sigi=11lrl3htm&sigb=13qsnh8oi


“Three Delays” are for babies also! 

1. First Delay – (Seeking care). 
Non-recognition of danger 

signs, late decision to refer. 

2. Second Delay – (Reaching 

care in health facility). Lack 

of transport, communications.  

3. Third Delay – (Receiving 
care in health facility). 
Inadequate skilled attendants, 
lack of equipment, drugs & 
supplies, poor referral system 

        

 

 



District 

Hospitals 

Provincial  

Hospitals 

Dispensaries and Health 

Centers 

 

Communities (CHWs) 

Regional            

& National  

Hospitals 

Key Services 

Community education 

Postpartum follow up 

Basic Emergency 

Obstetric  Care 

 services 

Comprehensive Emergency 

Obstetric Care 

services 

Comprehensive 

Emergency 

Obstetric Care 

Services  

GPs,  Midwives 

Nurses 

Community workers 

Obstetricians  

Surgeon  

& GPs 

Obstetricians, Surgeons  

& Residents 

Obstetricians, Surgeons  

& Residents 

Key Personnel 



Role of Midwife in SDN   

Task Services/Interventions 

Pregnancy 
Care   

Pre-natal,  
Labor and 
Delivery 
(Birthing 
Facility) 

• Monitor labor using 

Partograph 

• Identify abnormalities (e.g. 

prolonged labor, PROM, 

fever, hypertension, 

malpresentation) and refer. 

• BEmONC signal functions 

(which among the 7 functions 

are within scope of practice?)  



Role of Midwife in SDN   

Task Services/Interventions 

Postpartum 
Care 
and 

Newborn 
Care 

• Identify signs and symptoms 

of complications (HPN, 

danger signs). 

• Refer to higher facility. 

• Identify newborn who ar 

preterm, low-birth weight, 

sick and refer. 

• Breastfeeding 

• Kangaroo Mother Care 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Birth Center Philosophy 

• Birth Centers seek to promote normal 

physiological childbirth by 

recognizing, respecting and 

safeguarding normal birth processes. 

• Interventions are kept to a minimum 

and only used to support labor and 

birth when complications arise. 

• Strong emphasis on skilled, sensitive 

and respectful midwifery care. 
 

       From Birth Centres A Social Model of  Maternity Care 







 
 

Effective Interventions to                                       
lower maternal mortality 

 
 

1. A skilled health care 

professional attends every 

childbirth 

2. Every woman has access to 

Emergency Obstetric and 

Newborn Care (EmONC)  

3. Family planning services to 

help women space their 

pregnancies 
         and a functioning referral system that 

ensures women who need emergency 

care reach/receive care on time. 
 

 

 

Source: Averting Maternal Death and Disability Program Columbia University 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0Je5mjvQktFEQgASb2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHZkMjZyBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1j6vcg2u6/EXP=1162646639/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=ambulance+going+to+hospital&ei=UTF-8&qp_p=ambulance+going+hospital&imgsz=all&fr=yfp-t-410&b=1&w=182&h=182&imgurl=www.burnsupport.org.nz/images/cartoons/ambulance.jpg&rurl=http://www.burnsupport.org.nz/pages/stories/robyn.htm&size=10.7kB&name=ambulance.jpg&p=ambulance+going+to+hospital&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=61&oid=f0fedd6008858ffa&ei=UTF-8


Key Points and Messages 

1. Demonstrate knowledge, clinical skills & 

judgment  based on core competencies        

of Basic Midwifery Practice to ensure 

patient safety (work within your scope).  

2. Maintain up to date evidence-based 

practice/learning in the provision of safe, 

quality-assured & respectful maternity 

services.    

3.  Work with partners in the health profession  

& agencies because EmONC requires team 

effort to save women and newborn lives. 




